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In 192 5, the Kan sas Legislature approp riated $ 150,000 for a
libr ary bu ild ing on the campus of th e Kan sas Sta te Teachers
College of Hays. Gro und bre aking to ok place in the fall of 192 5
and the pr oject was completed in 1926 . Libr ary ma teria ls were
moved from Picken H all to the new libr ar y that summer.
The design of the libr ary was C ollege Go th ic style to match
the other buildings on campus. The three-stor y lim esto ne b u ilding
housed libr ary stack ro oms , offic es, a few classrooms and, above
th e main en trance on th e n or th side, a two-stor y read in g roo m.
Th e History Department and the Mu seum of Nat ur al Histor y were
located on the first floor. Initially, th e libr ary build ing was not
nam ed, but it finally becam e Forsyth Libra ry in honor of Ge ne ral
Ge orge A. Forsyth, wh o had been station ed at the since-aba ndo ned
military outpos t, Fort H ays.
After th e flood of 1951, water stood 16 in che s deep o n the
first floor of th e bu ilding. Repa irs were mad e b ut , othe rwise, very
little work was done to th e facility through th e years.
The Legislature appro priated $960,000 to build a new library
in 1964 . The next year, an add ition al $3 50 ,00 0 was allocated to
remodel the old library into an acade m ic building and to continue
hou sin g the museum, th en kn own as Sternberg Mu seum . Upon
completion of th ese projects, the library moved to th e new facility,
an d the History Dep artment an d Sternberg M useum re ma ined in
the ren ovated building.
In 1968, the Kan sas Board of Regents approved President
M.e. Cunningh am' s recommendation to ren ame t he old library
building McCartney H all in honor of Dr. Ernest Ray "E. R."
McCartney, longtime dean of the faculty and professor of economics
and business. Business faculty relocated from Picken Hall to
McCartney Hall.
The facility was remo deled in th e early 1970s, at wh ich time
stair towers were added to th e east an d west sides. Cost for the
proje ct was aro und $411,000. The H istor y Department moved fro m
McCartney Hall to Rar ick H all in 1981. In th e early 1990s, it
was an no unced that th e Sternberg Museum of Natur al History
would get a new hom e in n or theas t H ays. C onstr uct ion began in
1994 to transform the form er Beacon Hill Sp a an d Health C lub
building into Beach H all, and th e mus eum moved into the facility
in 1999.
With th e first floor of McC artney Hall empty, plan s were
made to utilize special funding allo cated by the Legislatur e for
classroom renovations. In Octob er of 2000, the FH SU Physical
Plant con struction crew began work on the $8 40,00 0 pro ject. It
was completed thi s past June, and the buildi ng now houses the
C ollege of Busine ss and Leadersh ip, inc luding the dep ar tm en ts
of Business Administr ati on , Econ om ics an d Fina nce, Co mpu ter
and Information System s and Lead ersh ip Stu d ies.
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